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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on May 5, 2006 has been entered and made of 
record. 

Claim 2 is canceled. 

Claims 1,3-21 are pending in the application. 

In response to applicant's submission of Amended Drawings, filed on May 5, 
2006 the objections are withdrawn. 

Response to Argument 

2. Applicant's arguments see page 5 of the remarks, filed May 5, 2006 with respect 
to claims 1,3-21 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of has 
been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments see page 5 of the remarks, filed May 5, 2006, with respect 
to claims 1 , 3-21 under 103(a) rejection have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Fujimoto et al., (US.5, 177,802). 

Drawings 

3. The Examiner has approved drawings filed on 5/5/06. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 21, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fujimoto et al., (US.5, 177,802). 

As to claim 1 , Fujimoto discloses device for finger recognition, comprising: 
a printless v isual finger recognition sensor (fig 23, element 1301 is a fingerguide, 
fingerprint input apparatus or device) and a housing, at least partially enclosing the 
finger recognition sensor (fig 23, element 1301 corresponds to housing fig 23, 1303 
corresponds to sensor or ccd or image sensor, column 19, lines 44- 58), the finger 
recognition sensor being arranged and constructed to sense the typical features of the 
finger during movement of the finger (column 19, lines 1 1-26, 44-68, column 20, lines 1- 
58, fig 21 B is a model view showing 2D fingerprint image composed by synthesizing the 
one D image transferred from the image sensor 1203 every time driving unit 1207 is 
rotated by the rotation angle r, column 19, lines 14- 19, fig 21 A shows the relation 
between the finger tip and the rotation (note, finger tip moving or rotation corresponds to 
finger movement) of the image sensor 1203, interlock with the rotation of driving unit 
1 207. column 1 9, lines 1 1 -26, 44-46, column 20, lines 1-19), whereby a 

distance exists between the finger recognition sensor and the finger and/or between the 
housing and the finger ( column 30, lines 32- 40, column 31, lines 59- 63, column 33, 
lines 16-23), and the distance between the finger and the finger recognition sensor 
changes during the actual sensing of the finger features ( column 22, lines 25- 41 , 
column 23, lines 5-25, 54-63, column 24, lines 4-18). 
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Regarding claim 21 , argument analogous those presented for claim 1 are 
applicable to claim 21 Regarding "creating multiple images of the subject finger during 
movement of the finger based on reflected light alone, without contact between the 
subject finger and the finger recognition sensor" as discloses by Fujimoto as follow (fig 
21 A and 21 B capturing multiple image of the finger, fig 23, column 19, lines 44- 68, 
column 20, lines 1- 55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary sk,ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fujimoto et al., (US.5,1 77,802), as applied to the claims 1 and 21 and further in view of 
Brooks (US. 6,898,299 B1). 

Regarding claim 3, Fujimoto discloses a fingerprint input apparatus, which is 
suitable for fingerprint collation or identification. Fujimoto is silent about the finger 
recognition sensor is active in the infrared wave range. 

Brooks discloses a detection of unique energy characteristics of an individual 
living organism. More specifically, the present invention relates to biometric recognition 
of an organism based on a biometric signature of the individual acquired by sensing 
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unique electric and/or magnetic and/or acoustic properties of the individual by sensors 

with unique characteristics. Recognition of the individual in this manner enables the 

individual to perform an action. The system comprises of: 

device according characterized by the fact that the finger recognition sensor is 

active in the infrared wave range (column 43, lines 40- 46). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Fujimoto to include recognition sensor is active in the 
infrared wave range. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Fujimoto by the teaching of Brooks to provider 
monitoring, comprising the steps of obtaining a biometric signature of an individual via 
a touchless mechanism having a sensor mechanism sensing an electric and/or 
magnetic characteristic of the individual, and transmitting the signature along with to 

a mechanism ID, to a remote site to monitor the location of the individual, (as suggested 

by Brooks at column 5, lines 62- 67). 

As to claim 4, Brooks discloses device according to characterized by the fact that 

the finger recognition sensor is a capacitive sensor (column 13, lines 13-23, column 56, 

lines 17-22), 

As to claims 5, 14, 15 and 16 Brooks disclose device according to characterized 
by the fact that a positioning device is intended for the accurate positioning of the finger 
relating to the finger recognition sensor (note, in fig 13, item 110 corresponds to finger is 
which is accurately position) 
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As to claim 6, Brooks discloses device according to characterized by the fact that 
the positioning device (3) exhibits a display device (fig 1, item 34, column 17, lines 19- 
23), which indicates to the user the place, at the finger is to moved past or to be 
positioned (column 17 lines 19-23). 

As to claims 7 and 17, Brooks discloses device according to characterized by the 
fact as positioning device a transmitter is intended for the data acquisition of the position 
of the finger and that an output unit informing the user about the position of the finger is 
intended (column 18, lines 17-32). 

As to claims 8, 18 and 19 Brooks discloses device characterized by the fact that 
the positioning device exhibits light sources as display device and/or as output unit (fig 
2). 

As to claims 9 and 20, Brooks discloses device according to characterized by the 
fact that a positioning device is intended for the accurate positioning of the finger 
relating to the finger recognition sensor (column 5, lines 59-61 ). 

As to claim 10, Brooks discloses device according to characterized by the fact 
that as positioning device a transmitter is intended for the data acquisition of the 
position of the finger and that an output unit informing the user about the position of the 
finger is intended (column 5, lines 62-67, column 6, lines 1-3). 

As to claim 1 1 , Brooks discloses device characterized by the fact that the 
limitation device consists of a horizontally or vertically arranged hoop (column 20, lines 
5-11, column 24, lines 18-30). 
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As to claim 12, Brooks discloses device characterized by the fact that the 
limitation device consists of a horizontally or vertically arranged bar (column 20, lines 5- 
1 1 , column 24, lines 18-30). 

As to claim 13, Brooks discloses device characterized by the fact that the 
limitation device exhibits a life test sensor, which acquires the blood circulation or the 
pulse of the finger (column 24, lines 18-30). 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). A 
shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed 
until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension 
fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory 
action. In no event will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS 
from the date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheela C Chawan whose telephone number is. 571- 
272-7446. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7.30 - 6.00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on 571-272-6928. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sheela Chawan 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2624 
April 21, 2007 




